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Chapter Analysis: Element of Moral Philosophy
Using various kinds of presentations, James Rachels’ book, “Element of Moral Philosophy” introduces some different moral dilemmas that we as humans face throughout life decision-making process. First, he presents the moral dilemma and then gives an in-depth analysis and history of it, and finally comes into a summary or a conclusion. His conclusion is just a summary of arguments, and reasonable deductions based on current evidence. The book is easy to read, informative and highly informative.  
In chapter two, James introduces the topic “Cultural Relativism” offering a variety of arguments in support of different point of view in ethical matters of life and death. These arguments evoke competing and highly contested ethical debates that lead to conflicting ethical standards. While each of these points of view held different moral and ethical standards, they all assumed to be absolute truth. This notion of relative moral standards is what James describes as cultural relativism.   James gives an illustration of the two tribes of ancient King Darius, the Collations, and the Greeks. While the Greek cremated their dead fathers, Collations eat their dead fathers. The two believed their act was moral absolute and often held the practice of one another as abhorrent. Other examples of such differences include the view on polygamy and monogamous, female circumcision and the killing of the elderly. In arguably, cultures differ remarkably and most radically in various ethical stances on food, sex, human right life and death among others. 
Lessons learned from Chapter 2
· Different societies have different moral conducts
· The moral codes of the society determines what is right or wrong
· There is no standard code from which to judge people
· Our moral, ethical codes or conduct are right as others
· There is no absolute truth
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